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Abstract

With the full-scale outbreak of COVID-19 at the beginning of 2020, the exhibition
industry has suffered a significant impact. The form of exhibition has also changed and
innovated, shifting from oftline to online. Online exhibitions have been successfully held in
many cities around the world, but they have not yet become the mainstream in China. Some
developed cities have the courage to try, while others are on the verge of exploring and
testing. In the post-epidemic era, whether the development of online exhibition can be
smooth and whether it can completely replace offline exhibition has become a problem to
be discussed. This paper takes Canton Fair as an example to analyze the development
potential and characteristics of online exhibition as well as problems existing in it. The
results show that Guangzhou’s comprehensive strength is no better than Beijing and
Shanghai. Driven by the experience of the three online Canton Fairs, it may be possible for
Guangzhou to transform and drive other exhibitions to online development, to achieve the
reverse overtaking, and to surpass the level of Beijing and Shanghai.

Keywords: Online Exhibition, Canton Fair, The Three Areas, Post-epidemic Period
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