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Abstract

Taking the students of Xiamen University Tan Kah Kee College as the research object,
the influential factors of college students’ entrepreneurial willingness were explored
through the analytical hierarchy process (AHP). After interviewing college students at the
entrepreneurial stage and researching related literatures, the four dimensions that influence
college students’ willingness to start a business are summarized: individual entrepreneurs,
the influence of relatives and friends, the education environment, and the entrepreneurial
environment. The second level consists of 13 different factors. Based on the questionnaire
data, the weight ranking obtained from the final analysis of each level shows that the key
factors mostly affecting college students’ willingness to start a business are the innovation
and entrepreneurship competition and the industry market created. Parents’ entrepreneurial
experience and the entrepreneurial atmosphere influence less. Results propose that college
students should strengthen their ability to discover opportunities independently, parents and
schools should strengthen their support and assistance for entrepreneurship, and the
government should actively guide college students to start businesses.

Keywords: College Students, Entrepreneurial Willingness, Influencing Factors, Analytic
Hierarchy Process
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