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Analysis of the Humour of Incongnity in English Humorous Sitcoms
from the Perspective of Transitivity System
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Abstract
Humour is the indispensable regulator in people’s daily life, thus situational comedy is
very popular. System-fuctional grammar is mainly realized by transitivity system. Based on
the three main processes in transitivity system: material process, mental process and
relational process, this essay analyzes the dialogues in the American humorous sitcoms
Friends (sixth season ). The author found the humorous linguistic characters in the dialogues.

It is the incongnity between these characters and audience’s common sense that cause the
humour of incongnity.

Keywords: Humorous Sitcoms, Humour of Incongnity, Tansitivity System, Material
Process, Mental Process, Relational Process
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Gl1: ARtk T b > Chandler © % $vix 7 - %3:47‘3#?1 » I+ & 5§ | i/ ¥ bt Phoebe
oAU RSLE o
Phoebe: Chandler, I will handle this! (To the jeweler) How much is it?

Male Jeweler: 8,600.
Phoebe: We will give you $10.
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Rachel: Phoebe, don’t you think you’ve had enough to drink?

Phoebe: I’m just helping the kids!

Rachel: How is your drinking helping the kids?

Phoebe: Because the more I drink, the less there is for the kids to drink.
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the moon”i¥ 3£ & 7 & 3L Fl4 B fr—’ﬁ“ﬂ*ﬁ“’f 5 FLAPF oB) ¥ LT

%] 3 *Ross # fnis & ";?jﬂ mﬁ:f‘—lﬁ @ 2 e7ilid Unagi ¥ - AL & > 70 & -
fA @ ez i R eT S R4 o # L Unagi b ¥ 0 B Api e f e g
TR k¢£&ﬁmjljg1ﬁf—§421% ﬂh%ﬂ&”#ikﬂﬁﬁ ’
i %4 2 > Ross it x4 2 20" > iy Chandler k ¥ 53 > s’ v > el g
Ross °

Chandler : (# %]’ © ) Ross.

Ross : (% 4% 4 ) Chandler, I sensed it was you.
Chandler : What?

Ross : You know, it’s Unagi!

&-_l dt rr] 'TJL{A’\ *I-’r rr]ﬁ‘ ‘!; of‘J—' JJ: PR =B 2 i Sensed”#ﬂ 1? {— 7}\4' NN L L) dﬁi )
- %ﬂ»i’l’_i_i —\m o ,n_—-_i%io AT = }&fr—‘% Ross \frfljxyv}:i_— %&TFL @( 3"’5/\
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PR A X X - 425 % Chandler ** Ross Pt » Ross ¥ 14 7 #5 5 { % & 5434
Chandler 9% § o ¥ " » Ross 4vig v' s 94 Chandler » # £ i #73] g p 2R b
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Phoebe: So? Did you get the annulment?

Ross: I couldn’t.

Phoebe: I knew it! I knew You still love Rachel.
Ross: What?! No! The annulment was complicated!
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Tl o

Monica: Rach, Phoebe hates Pottery Barn.
Rachel: Phoebe hates Pottery Barn?!
Monica: Yeah, she hates all mass produced stuff. She thinks her furniture should have

a history, a story behind it.
Joey: I hate Pottery Barn too. They kicked me out of there just because I sat on a bed!

Chandler: You took off your pants and climbed under the sheets!
Joey: I was tired!
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Ross: You know, [ hate to lecture you guys, but it’s kinda disgraceful, that a group of
well-educated adults and Joey can’t name all the states. Did you ever see a map, or one of
those round colorful things called “a globe?”
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Pheobe: Rach, we haven’t had dinner together for long. Let’s do it today!

Rachel: OK, but I can’t eat too much. Paul is taking me out to dinner tonight, he said
he has a big surprise planned.

Phoebe: Oh wow. Maybe he's gonna tell you that he s gay.
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