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The Evolution of China’s Trade of High-tech Industries-Perspective
from Product Life Cycle Model
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Abstract

In recent years, China’s high-tech industry has played an increasingly important role
in socio-economic development, and has developed into a major indicator of the level of
science and technology and the quality of economic development. China entered a new stage
of development where the pattern of competition and development situation of international
economy and trade became more complex. As an important part of national economy and
trade, the development degree of high-tech industry directly determines the competitive
advantage a given country. Based on seven different international trade competitiveness
indicators, this study draws the current situation of import and export trade of three types of
high-tech products in China. The Product Life Cycle model is used as a comparative analysis
of China, the United States, Japan and Vietnam. The results show that high-tech products
of class S and class E are in the growth or maturity period of product life cycle in China,
while products of class O do not conform to the theory because of the product categories
included. On the whole, China belongs to the imitation country in the field of high-tech
products, and does not have the competitive advantage in the international market yet.
Suggestions for improving the international status of China’s high-tech industry are
proposed for the future development on innovative country and innovative products.

Keywords: Product Life Cycle Model, High-tech Products, Import and Export Trade
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