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Abstract

With the continuous improvement of China’s economic level, the demand for wood is
increasing. China has gradually become the world’s largest timber import country and the
proportion of annual timber imports in the world’s total volume is increasing. The problems
facing Chinese include excessive import dependence, over concentration of import market,
restrictions from trade protectionism and widely concern of environmental protection
issues. This paper analyzes the difficulties and risks encountered by China in the import
trade of logs in 29 countries by using the demand elasticity model, the risk index model and
the ANOVA analysis model. Results show that the price elasticity of China’s import
demand for logs is not high, which shows stable demand for raw wood imports. Future
development direction of China’s timber imports can be summarized as actively exploring
new sources of imports, making wood imports more diversified, refusing to import timber
harvested in violation of relevant regulations, and building fast-growing timber cultivation
bases so as to stabilize the supply of timber and to reduce import risks.
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