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Abstract

Public service advertising texts play important role in informing the public of serious
social problems and stimulating them to take positive actions. Base on the speech role theory
of system-functional grammar, this essay analyzes the speech role of 17 public service
advertising texts chosen from the American famous magazines. Two speech roles in public
service advertising texts are giving: information and demanding positive action. Giving
information is primarily expressed by full declaratives, however, elliptical and tagged
declaratives also realize this speech function. The use of elliptical declaratives indicates that
the advertiser tries to create an intimate atmosphere with the reader and narrow the distance
between them. Demanding action is dominantly realized by imperatives, while
interrogatives and declaratives are also chosen to fulfill this function. The frequent use of
imperatives indicates the higher social status of the advertiser in public service advertising
texts. In addition, there are confronting responses followed by some statements and answers
provided for the questions in public service advertising texts. The study shows that
contradiction to the statement and the answer to the question both serve persuasive effects
of advertising.
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andbuymeapizzac # A A AhT F 4 fed Ak APpF uEDe
AT FESHN (1)
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s F it @ Heis giving her the apple.  # & @ Would you like the cake?
B # &' What is he giving her? & 4 Pass me the pepper.
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A~ 2 AR s o AP vk ik s R - B R4 And he will
be back tomorrow?” “ Yes.” 4~ ¥ i ¥ L MEFE F 0 4o o “ 1 was wondering

whether he will be back tomorrow.”
Mt ¥ 2d MEE F 7 IR 0 4o “ Mike is the best football player.” # i 8 it i€

WEE R MEF F 0 4o @ “ She is the tallest student in our class, isn’t she?”

A Fd ATRFEF F IR > 4o Pass me the sal TR L L T B R E
# 4 7 > 4ot “ 1 hope you can pass the salt to me.’ TRBAFEF RR S Ao
“ Would you mind pass me the salt.”

HEELFD LA RFZEF TR 4o “Would you like to have a cake?” > # &+
"iEiE AT 1€ e % iE“ Take a piece of cake!” » &% i »2 “The cake is in the fridge.”
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4, (Giving Information )
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3.2.1 zFmi 7 (Full Declarative )
ENEREFRY AR FRALE AFREILF FBER L

] (1) : Poverty affects over half the world’s population, including Carla Bruin and
Omar Sharif.:& ¢ 35 4 3 éﬁ FIHE h ke B 8o
& (2) : Curing visually impaired allowed them to participate in their lives more

completely, as miracles as it seems, restoring sight is just a fraction of what
we dO pr'r'frpg r‘ﬁ)‘g :‘%Zﬁai 1)é§‘§i l{—:-:klf__li f’l‘}%:" °
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3.2.2 4% ik & (Elliptical Declarative )
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] (3) : Interestingly, you have in your very hands the power to help avert war. Simply
by not leaving the tap running while brushing your teeth. Washing the car a
little less often. Replacing washers in dripping taps. Sweeping rather than
hosing the pavement and showering smartly by turning off the tap while
shampooing.
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(Martln ’ 1992) #&ﬁ% oA :}FI rr‘lq\ﬁ-l— gﬁf"@ﬁ Martin #= %4 7 \Ix e i —JFI: g\,
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3.2.3 F { Wit » (Tagged Declarative)

FOR G @ A S o fefe i R E & (polar declaratives) ¥ B > A F R &P 0 -
A R R L
&) (4) : Today, almost a quarter of the world’s population live in absolute poverty. Yet

we have the knowledge and resources to create a poverty free world in less
than a decade. Shocking, isn’t it?
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3.3 £3f#& 78 (Demanding Positive Action )
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3.3.1 # i & (Imperatives )
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%] (5) : Please contact us with your ideas, your involvement or even money.
%] (6) : Show your care about climate change by visiting our web site and adding your

name to our petition .
&) (7): Come on -- help us give a kid a hand.

%] (8) : Help us build someone a simple decent home.
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T3 b PR B A g R et [ F 3 B AR s £ 3 g
o ATR O R E LS HE B RO Aok R P
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bk Bemitit o9 o - B3 LA Linfest S aRATR 000 0 R et’s 2
i {f‘# Lere Lf’fé AT OARFE S N e AT ¢ (1ncluswe imperatives) > F] % i 3% &
FERIE BN e f » Halliday(1994)3%. 5 let’s o p ¢ ﬁ}u{;_ T iz o

| (9) : Let’s make sure it’s always a jungle out there. Let’s leave our children a living

planet.
] (10) : Let’s not let hunger defeat us.

| (11) : Let’s work together against hunger.

ERL R let’s’%—*'*‘,;r’z} ER R B A S U R e
{78 o Let’s cii¢ ™ wfde T ’éj‘m’“’*”mf 4\17 @»i#zew??’%%z%l:t“ o
vEV A ERALER rj%‘% m‘é '4i’ma‘:é«t+_fé o A5 e F R
e 4 ’wﬁ*w‘ﬂ“ﬂ TR EF o F IR AP A HEE b Ao
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3.3.2 Wik & (Declaratives)
2

BENEREFRY OMEIT LHATR AR R AR R FER R B - &
LR Stk %3%£¢ﬁm4ﬁitﬁm%oﬁ@§% CH R AL T LB
AL eRaREAE - AT # 4%\ 2 )+ (Leech & Svartvik » 1978) -

%] (12) : Hunger can be ended if we each make a commitment in our hearts to help.
Then we must work together to make it happen.
] (13) : Every single action we take affects the wellbeing of our planet. You must
have to work at it a little.

L] (12) ¢ > W EF* B @ F AL H 3 must %‘%—fﬁﬁ;ﬁ—fﬁﬁ g Fl N ir4 H
FEFiiTE “fﬁk‘*éﬁ‘ffg FII % o Must 7, 7R F 58 7] e 7% o ’;}_l;l] ( 3) ¢ il
i@ * haveto’ R+ Fa i F 3 RRS > P HARPFRES REEIHAE

3.3.3 & F* & (Interrogatives)
FE AL AR NRPE L Ra a2 g REF R 0 PR ATR S o

3.3.3.1 WH- F‘:" 2

WH-F @03 & p enf_RBF T B L 4 a3 ,1 »m WH-= & (N £ gk § 4k 4
2R 4 (Thompson » 2000) o AR 2 ¢ » WH-F @il F 4% 2 % 4"33 X R e g
SRE A A F LY foBAE SRR B FEBRL c 2FERL Y G @R
|3+ e

] (14) : When do wars really end?

%] (15) @ Why would a famous model and an internationally-renowned actress have a

problem with poverty?
% (16) : Where will we sleep tonight? These little boys spend their nights on an

130



abandoned railway track.

bt Renp U EeEFRE R E S AR RS T HERAR L LA
x ’;Ev« P37 fehy giss B ‘5\ ° WH-F' o7 jfirde 7 ;ﬁ—“ﬁm&?%@fr&{ a2 N
FhUPAIEAFARMBER R F ALY FEIFREY ko
3.3.3.2 & i* # (Rhetorical Questlons)
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| (17) : Allit takes is a little thought, as does every other effort to help save the world.
Isn’t it time you started thinking?
%] (18) : The World Commission on Dam found that, on average, large dams go over
budget by 56%. They are high-risk investments. So how can you navigate
this moral and economic minefield?

B (17) ¢ & B & Isn’t it time you started thinking?42 | e {® * 3£ 147 € & it’s the

time you should start th1nk1ng

#] (18) ¥ & B & So how can you navigate this moral and economic mmeﬁeld‘”‘f’ s
+ R FA ¥ you can’t navigate this moral and economic minefield. i iE:F * ik 1k FF
LR ﬂ%@éjwfgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmeﬁyf&%ﬁo

B2 0 2FRLAEKP DR REBfHRETH o ATR LR R I% EX A1
HRELA P2 Ra g e oY FERY DI RDF ‘V%%ﬂﬁ
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3.4 33 F & (Speech Responses )
meﬁ@pdqﬂﬁ RN L 4 e ﬁ@glrawﬁ,k%
{x;&t”.ﬁﬁ FRE A B¥S Vit iERE p J Ak i (Halliday > 2000) o 3 i Af 3
PR F AT do X e 2 oy HiE 0 n W “’”AF‘ e ¥ PR R
f@i ¥R AHFFRE T8GR L HILF B4 T 72 F R & 7 PRIE(Eggins & Slade>
1997)
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34.1 F s it (Contradiction to the Statement )
ﬁ%i?“»m’ﬁﬁhﬁT%r%ﬁﬂﬂ9&Wﬁﬁm. F s i s
FREFRY A POmEI - £ F o o &P E *iﬂéiimﬁ B o

%] (19) : Not in it, for money. But you are. Your corporation can benefit from giving

-find out how to make children’s wishes come true around the world while
adding more than great Karma to your bottom line.
| (20) : Perhaps we expect this dilemma in the Middle East. It’s dry and hot. Their

water problems hardly seem relevant to Asia. Not so.
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3.4.2 F*38 ¥ % (The Answer to the Question )
GpFREY H- B LT B v S % jw€ PR R
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%) (21): Why would a famous model and an internationally-renowned actress have a
problem with poverty? Because 1.2 billion people living in extreme poverty
is a problem for us all.

] (22): And exactly how will this happen? Well, what is required is a new

commitment. A combination of individual resource, co-operation at all levels
of society, a real determination at all levels of government to put this at the
top of the agenda.
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