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Abstract

As an important means of economic and cultural activities, festival activities play an
imperative role in the vigorous development of cities. The realization of cooperation among
the various stakeholders of the festival activities is the guarantee to promote the sustainable
development. Festival activities can enhance cultural influence and radiation, promote
cultural exchanges between the host country and the international community, and
significantly stimulate urban tourism activities and local economic output value. The
preference for festival travel will vary depending on cultural differences and international
experience. Taking the 15 most popular international festivals in the world as examples, this
study explores whether individual international experience and cultural differences are
significant in the choice of festival preferences through ANOVA. The results show that
gender, participation in English courses, overseas travel experience, living cities and so on
all have different difference in the preferences of international festivals. The host city or
country should consider cultural differences in the theme of the festival, taking into account
the promotion of urban innovation and sustainable development.

Keywords: International Festivals, Urban Innovation and Development, Festival Tourism,
Urban Image
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