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Analysis of the Humour of Incongnity in English Humorous Sitcoms
from the Perspective of Transitivity System
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Abstract

Humour is the indispensable regulator in people’s daily life, thus situational comedy is
very popular. System-fuctional grammar is mainly realized by transitivity system. Based on
the three main processes in transitivity system: material process, mental process and
relational process, this essay analyzes the dialogues in the American humorous sitcoms
Friends (sixth season ). The author found the humorous linguistic characters in the dialogues.
It is the incongnity between these characters and audience’s common sense that cause the
humour of incongnity.

Keywords: Humorous Sitcoms, Humour of Incongnity, Tansitivity System, Material
Process, Mental Process, Relational Process
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f g Brie f8 e R g (Halliday » 1994) o
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A BT FELEAAT o
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g% ’éf*'fqz (Client) (FPRFZFc¥F % ) o WIpH A o @ izl > & —g'ﬂ ] ’F’K’v“ A
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B0 E T R FE AP A A T IS e TR 0 V- B & D

“é?,T* . §_Bf %18 42 (Relational Process ) > T F pr & 3 2. fF Bt P fAL B Th cniff R o & ﬁ

#F a2 & v ’j"r‘i&‘ 2 ﬁé ﬁmz\ﬂ‘ [ L‘m]‘n AR CERt B R 3 = )Y i AL £ i
koo BEFP Lgl.fh B REAZT LEFAR 5 T B4 (1) p @ ¢ (Intensive) » 7 x
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Fo 4, ¥R G A B G 2 B B g &
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(1) i RpiiFizahz A A #FeEEEKk? MAH G P2 F I iR
d707 33% 0 ¥ BRI E I A o) iER o

(2) A sa? > M AEAL 5 Fr > b0
‘fr’:u WEAR TN By A o] o

(3) i Fo e o/ s R g > i A-E R85 7 2 fhde e adngg 5 § 4
Moo B E Pt KA o R ASE RAD Y T e 18 at Bl O T g o

3 p kAL B 41% 0 e g ?‘%5@7&

4.2 féf;l] P WRIZ B kLS
LAEEA D X e i Ol B PEA H E ek g B o
BT { FE k37 o

4.2.1 3 FriE AR frda B

P AR R AR iR o B (K Rk (Fend o @ p t};‘_gja 1Fm§\}7§—f§ N
“‘ﬁ VIEF e P s RREJEF T CEFTNA TP s BPRFE o & B %\ &
BEp L chr i R P 4‘4&?&%#9‘»‘ BREHEA TR T %ufu;;ﬁ: Rt ek %3
wmA g A (ﬁ‘él't""zD Hs 4 (A_‘,_ﬂ MEE (PE&) ﬁ”@ﬁi"}‘lfaﬁpiplﬂ
R EEARY AT :".Ifbmz‘»/w PR AN AP IR Y L R IR
§¥ 4 i e 385 (Common Knowledge / Common Sense ) 48 5 #< o & 4e > 47 B i 42 : “Lily
is reading a story to her son.” o ¥ iv *+ # > “Lily” ~ “astory”{r“her son”"K{pF? » @
PR FPOR AR AFR A BB R zgﬁ?{i%ﬁﬁquﬁ Lily & #&
w e L L EVIRGE 0 @ 2 e sz}nﬂ@ Ly e Fp i B o ARSI B L
Az g o KRS BAEFTH - RA > 4ok ? “feeding” RO A i AR ds 3P
“reading” & —‘F*{ * “acoat”F “astory” v iTFREA KRS & o

[ERAE R gk & i o ?’L@ﬁii‘ AT EAIA) PR RIRERE 7‘5
EE (dob] 1) i Apen? '\*f"FP RF ool e ? IR (Aeb] 2)e & HipE A 24
p;gﬂnb l%ﬁw %@gﬂpram}gf s Eom slAdeda B s & o

f;ﬂJ 1: A% L3k ¥ 3 > Chandler @ S H4:E 7 - %G:JT‘J#F] » & 39 K 2 PF Phoebe
«-vé;, ’-' F;U_Q %]_ <= o

Phoebe: Chandler, I will handle this! (To the jeweler) How much is it?

Male Jeweler: 8,600.

Phoebe: We will give you $10.
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Phoebe e 15 — #1352 t i Az -k g il > “We” (T4 - Chandler) £ #: ¥
% “will give” L6 Fenigfe > “you” (FIRFF ) LLFF > A “SI07LP - 2
e R EDE G A A B ELRCGDIE AL AR FR o w BT > § Pheobe A #43R& R R
3% AT (Chandler p @ 4 570 ) Pheobe # % {ui £ iy sk hif  rE
A F o 4 P4 E Pheobe i 5738 % $g o = *’é'% i ]2k Chandler fr Forg B
li AR o ? TIREH [ R4 '% % > Pheobe ® & * — B & /‘ “Lie B H lT:“fr'
“B7ig- P iRhd FiEAR o BE R e H < ?\Tﬁﬁj{m’ﬁ‘_x% o e x?q\? MR e
,‘Tﬁm » Pheobe ¥ 12 H_d1 4 % {5 5 > ;zuajru R TE T A R R i R HR AR
Fro L hdot B gk R { 8245 % o Pheobe R A7 #riE chp A O 47
FOAEPIER > Med AT AR 0 JEA A 2 Bk o
b b B IR F R AR P AT AR A B B X L e
s aFAN T T2@ By d BRA SRR ESR * 3§ 5l de i o b

+ 4T

] 2:Ra chel fo Pheobe & & %ote— B 5 L] e E Y LB LY § o
P dpdwm > & 2 Pheobe 7 E¥h s § oo

7

_\

Rachel: Phoebe, don’t you think you’ve had enough to drink?

Phoebe: I’m just helping the kids!

Rachel: How is your drinking helping the kids?

Phoebe: Because the more I drink, the less there is for the kids to drink.

fiziE + T = ¢ > Rachel * - & #3e 7k o2& 2% Pheobe 7 it £ *5 7 > Pheobe
I = B 2o 4 B A ] é’wﬁ:fe%&%wjﬁ Lo} o9 g Phelp” s ¢ s g
SEINE S S A E RN R Ry wf“wiéw4§?ﬂ$éﬁﬁﬁ’
F P T MM RN 5 e B E,a&“ b3 > Pheobe & * &, & 24 on
PRI R e B RIFELS S SRR ﬁl?‘kmﬁ? Bo— B A HRRF)T A A0
G I IERFE SR LT TS 3 O EP ﬁ»\fr?%éf@; L g —;w« 3%+ 7 Pheobe
£ 3P Khelp”- 0 * (F0] mehd s E R ip b i Eﬂ«ﬁ%‘f?# =N A I - N e
Mo R R A s 1 A RS o A R Bk o

4.2.2 & B iE AR frda B
T A B TR AR A4k Dl eh s 4T o TR IE AR ) 6 ”J:}% 1§ % E R K (Feeling) ~ &
¥ (Thinking ) frg (Percelvmg) e o B Py g A g A B4 anE
He wIREART LR L LR T AR (Processes of Perceptlon) s R i 42 (Processes of
Affection) friu4riE 42 (Processes of Congnition) o g 4w #4245 5 cn A 7R & i eh i
o B Al EH R @ 45%ee” ~ “look” ~ “hear”F ; fFR 1B A2 4w E R frﬁ 'fr’IﬁL %2 R
R R TR —? i Fren#s 393 “understand” ~ “know” ~ “think” ~ “beheve N fr—ﬁ
i AT IR % T2 BFFE AL AEEREY A ENT R R AR 5;: ( Ideational
Meanings ) & f e — LA I2 ] 2P s dodk - B R fr—‘*‘ RED - BIRGE 0 IRAE SR
g AR f‘—’"?]zm“ G M i 4_5@7@3%5 ‘«Lr"b—gé-ﬁm’ ‘«Lan*'“l‘ A end i
SRR e Blde o “T hear the music”iz— f i A2 ¥ MIBfEen; KA %zr% AR
SPELE] T f e s 4rii] see the music” > iEFR € 3142 A L PR o “I know the moon
is smaller than the sun”:& ®_&£ 3.0 ; 28 @m > 4%k F= ¥ 2= “] know the sun is smaller than
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the moon” iz &_% @I‘i’r‘r)’ ¥] A J‘["—iﬁ g 18 /Ei—?*ﬁﬁ °B) 4 ’)‘»E‘EV’ b
% BN B R S fein e ILEAE Y T 3 AR - 1T B A i

B+

5] 3 Ross BHis B SHEP ﬂ‘mﬁ'r'é—lﬂ M P B Unagi io— BLA > 784 -
i BRI I Ag p RePIE g Bp 4 o W A Unagi chflskf > ©ApR# p 2 &3
i%?fé}%"  #Rm L A BCHLAE Unagi @ ¥ — Bb» A 415 o Ross I & RHEF /K4 -
Bt 5% P42 > Ross It % %% B fxenf® » izPF Chandler X7 5 F > sb Ao » vl X
Ross °

Chandler : (# % © ) Ross.

Ross : (2 4& ¥ ) Chandler, [ sensed it was you.
Chandler : What?

Ross : You know, it’s Unagi!

AL jY ) ,TA,{A,\ 17 enE Bhe (R AE 2R ¢ o B 5 “sensed’ #F' Vi3 E - s T iE AT
- BB N iR e B T Y ,}&fr—%‘ Ross B riigti— IR %78 B 1
s 3 a4 § Chandler o 8@ > {%&8 X > Ross v Chandler €+ % & eh-E JF % @
FTIRART XX é_l__ 42 ; % Chandler ** Ross PF > Ross ¥ 11 % $& & (%% & #4301
Chandler é’f‘lﬁ‘—a ¥ % > Ross f\—"lﬁ v 18 ef_ Chandler » # H.if i~ 'Tvﬁ g p AR AR
BIREA o™ Hs ﬁL Chandler 3 & ch#3 #ghernln] o FpL o i3de b 6 )3 > & 4
iF* “hear the music™ i TF°~ A g H “see the music”>Ross i+ ¥ 3% 7 g Frés 3 sense”
TR IRiEAR ] BB haE S RS o

Gl 4y ”’ﬁ 16 PP = 3% & Las Vegas A& ¥ > Ross {r Rachel #- =t % i& 7
T FRE e %48 o Ross ¥ & Rachel fbp 2 B~ 4 d4F)e 3 8 - 1 ‘—5—’ F i T o
% = =X 445 - Ross §? Pheobe 7 # ehj2 i3 » iz §_Pheobe # 4p 3 » # 304 # £.7] 3

s
G lH

¢ % Rachel - Ross /- 3o 47 > % 2 35 25 o 4 > 0 B EGEFRw % o

s

Phoebe: So? Did you get the annulment?

Ross: I couldn’t.

Phoebe: I knew it! I knew You still love Rachel.
Ross: What?! No! The annulment was complicated!

% Ross £ 37 Pheobe i 2 it B~ij 43 4FP* » Pheobe ¥ 7 vg B 5 B %2 o du 3ilde
Fppar o B WAE FRDRF o w Fhd B o ARG oo @ Y
< B 35 knew”dp g{*ﬁﬁé IR ‘%L m;,:gfr' o % — -] P “Tknewit”® > 3% Pheobe #1
oo 4w g Ross i B0 S5 4F)S » # % 72 Pheobe &_7% Fig 11> F] 5 Ross % id-
BB b p 2 :}5 P o Ross /zsb WAFR PSS A A P B
JE 4o Rachel — 42 2 — =X o # X > Pheobe # Ross 4 374 2. ¥ % Fvif B it (R 'ﬂ )
4 “knew it” T W F] 5 frlﬁ “Ross still love Rachel” ; & &_» 4 #7330 % 57 Ross B €
Rachel” # ¥ _E I (0% § » i&#k (%I know the sun is smaller than the moon” - g fr—‘ﬁ
ATATig 0T A H e f@;; fmﬁ 1% 7 > Pheobe 1w ¥ % ¢ S arig ehfp 4 7 5 Pheobe
¥ 2 E v 2 B F ohE r%’—m{gﬁ E A 1T s s e F' dy2e o
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kR J‘r'ﬂ]?r"“’ o TREAR Y SR P OB B G oo AR IEiEsRY
A AER Ir—“Ff HR Ve il A #s3E «kr“hke” “hate” ~ “resent” ~ “love”fr*like”

ﬁ@f?g}.@;‘i‘""ﬁx PR Gs 2R gfoildei PA2 2 PREPRSE B LTbh%
7SSk m ¥ B £ BfES o v 4T hate mosquitoes” Ve T OUILFRG F A X3 (R
4 Piai A *ng‘fﬁ‘k, © F4c%k 3 &tk - B ¢ hate the moon” & ArEg 1 I j2 » F] 5
R R 7 AN T b E o Ra o RRERARE LT T MR ok R FIEZ
FH e AR Rl PL AR .

5|4 “T hate mosqultoes because they cannot be eaten” —*Ff “I hate the moon because
itisnotred” » %2 > C) M % * L P e ¥ % > Al AHEHBR % DR R F1 7
4€#ﬂ’*“%“L?%ﬂﬁ%‘°wﬁy{f%1%46%4m'ﬂ

&) 6 : Rachel k|j€_Pottery Barn (- B % + & 12 @&'ﬂm? )R- E2Rv
B RE o 4 2 S RE 3 hd o Pheobe & e AT o 4o cff K ke ?\'g bl

Monica: Rach, Phoebe hates Pottery Barn.

Rachel: Phoebe hates Pottery Barn?!

Monica: Yeah, she hates all mass produced stuff. She thinks her furniture should have
a history, a story behind it.

Joey: I hate Pottery Barn too. They kicked me out of there just because I sat on a bed!

Chandler: You took off your pants and climbed under the sheets!

Joey: I was tired!

AR BERTEHEY 47 R e T2 2 - “Pheobe hates Pottery Barn” > “I(Joey )
hate Pottery Barn too” - Pottery Barn © € — B 4 3 ¥ 5/3F B+ & 83 Ho
% Monica % 3 Rachel 3. Pheobe 31/ Pottery Barn B > ﬁh ERAFAILES T mﬁ
2 —Pheobe *%"Jr#“:ﬁ‘ BH R e A A - R FRAR Rachel LRE - TR
B et e ¥ 5 { 38— 9 > Pheobe 7 & e F) T 2hds 7 iﬁl‘@r‘% v om E_F A
YA RE X - B ¥ o Pheobe ipfdiF L eng ol LSt R 0 R B AL
SRR S ’fﬁﬁ’i"‘ - R JEH REERERART X o

Joey 31k Pottery Barn il Rt » EELIGTE - j8A 51420 P ¥R Fla@ 4 o ¥
Chandler ﬁﬂéééiL’Joey 7 E grenr F]EE Pheobe s F] & 7 Ap e o e 4B E R ER o
REE 2R A RE PF T H 0 ¥ 7 3% “took off pants and climbed under the sheets” ; i
FES 3k Fla e E‘J’Jf‘fﬁk’:"l‘}i'ﬁi’%?ﬂﬂ EX e BRa o & Joey H RE
FHERENE BPE A A - RPRF] 0 RREFL R o

B b oges 18 i 48 ¢ ’K/f F‘)&,frﬁi"rﬂ EI3eh s hE A e
D) B H &% chdk o g bt 0 &id e ﬁ&\fr;ﬁﬁﬁ R ol AT 7
FXERE SRR /T*U‘E!Lfeﬁ b+

5] 7 : Ross ~ Joey fv Chandler k3= i 2558 1 & B 4 ‘”'Ki MR BB 2R
B3 M LAL o Ross & 5 A ks e H i A T RO

Ross: You know, [ hate to lecture you guys, but it’s kinda disgraceful, that a group of
well-educated adults and Joey can’t name all the states. Did you ever see a map, or one of
those round colorful things called “a globe?”
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g AR ﬁr% T - B2 Eﬁ’:@qmﬁé % i 42> 7R F-“the ﬂower”%; o ¥ LTt “1sbig’red’
by the lake, in the garden” % % ; 4o % 2_% 3 %] kf 2 4% > “the flower”{s & # 12§32+
“is a plant, the bees’heaven, the Whites™” % % o 28 @ » 4o % #3E Jﬁ #.“The flower is clever.”
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Pheobe: Rach, we haven’t had dinner together for long. Let’s do it today!

Rachel: OK, but I can’t eat too much. Paul is taking me out to dinner tonight, he said
he has a big surprise planned.

Phoebe: Oh wow. Maybe he's gonna tell you that he s gay.
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