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Abstract

China is the largest developing country, while South Africa is one of the most important
economy in Africa. In recent years, China has maintained a mutually beneficial and win-
win trade relationship with South Africa. Through the establishment of China-Africa Trade
Forum and the construction of “The Belt and Road”, China has joined BRICS countries to
assist South Africa in infrastructure and further strengthened the relations between both
nations. Since 2009, China, one of South Africa’s most important trade partners, has been
South Africa’s largest import and export countries for many continuous years. South Africa,
however, only account for 4% of China’s total imports and exports on average, a very small
percentage for China. There is still a lot potential for trade development. Through the
analysis of China and South Africa goods trade scale, product structure, and the obstacles
in bilateral trade, this paper reflects current situation of the development of bilateral goods
trade in recent years. Based on the theory of trade integration degree, revealed comparative
advantage and intra-industry trade, this paper also explores the trend, space and potential of
future development in the future goods trade between China and South Africa followed by
relevant suggestions of the trade relationship between China and South Africa.
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